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(57) Abstract: An optical recording medium (10) comprising a 
supporting substrate (11), a light transmission layer (12), a first 
dielectric layer (31) interposed between the light transmission 
layer (12) and the supporting substrate (11), a noble metal nitride 
layer (23), a second dielectric layer (32), a light absorption layer 
(22), a third dielectric layer (33) and a reflective layer (21). In 
the inventive optical recording medium, the noble metal nitride 
layer (23) is decomposed locally by irradiating it with a laser beam 
(40) from the light incident surface (12a) side and a record mark 
can be formed by bubbles thus produced. Since chemically stable 
nitrogen gas (N 2 ) fills the bubbles becoming the record mark, the 
possibility of oxidizing or corroding other layers is very low and 
high preservation reliability can be attained. 
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